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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of treating a tissue injury, comprising: 

providing a biocompatible tissue repair stimulating implant including a bioabsorbable 
polymeric foam component having pores with an open cell pore structure and a reinforcing 
component formed of a biocompatible, mesh-containing material having a mesh density in the 
range of about 12 to 80% , wherein the foam component is integrated with the reinforcing 
component such that the pores of the foam component penetrate the mesh of the reinforcing 
component and interlock with the reinforcing component; 

placing the implant in a desired position relative to the tissue injury; and 

affixing the implant in the desired position. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of loading the implant with 
at least one biological component. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the injured tissue is selected from the group 
consisting of ligament tissue, tendon tissue, and nerve tissue. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the tissue injury is within the hand or foot of a 
patient. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of loading is conducted before 
placing the implant in a patient. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of loading is conducted after placing 
the implant in a patient. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the biological component is 
selected from the group consisting of antibiotics, antimicrobial agents, anti-inflammatory agents, 
growth factors, hormones, cytokines, proteins, glycosaminoglycans, immunosuppressants, 
nucleic acids, analgesics, coll typoo cells , viruses, virus particles, and combinations thereof. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the protein is selected from the group 
consisting of a pleiotrophin, endothelin, tenascin, fibronectin, fibrinogen, vitronectin, V-CAM, I- 
CAM, N-C AM, elastin, fibrillin, laminin, actin, myosin, collagen, microfilament, intermediate 
filament, antibody, and fragments thereof. 

9. -15. Canceled 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of affixing the tissue implant is 
accomplished by applying a fastener across the implant and adjacent tissue. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the fastener is selected from the group 
consisting of sutures, staples, suture anchors, tissue tacks, darts, screws, arrows, fibrin glue, 
fibrin clots, biologically compatible adhesives, and combinations thereof. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the injury to tissue is a tissue tear selected 
from the group consisting of a ligament tear, a tendon tear, and a nerve tear. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the implant is placed within a lesion that 
constitutes the tear. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the implant is of a size and shape such that it 
matches a geometry and dimension of the lesion. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the implant is placed adjacent to a lesion that 
constitutes tear such that the implant reinforces the tissue. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the implant is over the lesion. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the implant is wrapped around the tissue 
bearing a lesion. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of treating a tissue injury, comprising: 

providing a biocompatible tissue implant including a bioabsorbable polymeric 
foam component having pores with an open cell pore structure and a reinforcing component 
formed of a biocompatible, mesh-containing material having a mesh density in the range of 
about 12 to 80% , wherein the foam component is integrated with the reinforcing component 



3 



Application No.: 10/022,182 



Docket No.: 022956-0074 



such that the pores of the foam component penetrate the mesh of the reinforcing component and 
interlock with the reinforcing component; 

incorporating a biological component within the implant; and 
implanting the implant. 

25.-27. Canceled 
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